
Readings September 24, 2017                Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11   

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to 

possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the 

ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put 

it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his 

name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to 

the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give 

us.’ When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of 

the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lordyour God: ‘A wandering 

Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, 

and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us 

harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our 

ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 

oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with 

a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and 

gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the 

ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your God and 

bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who 

reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you 

and to your house 

 

Matthew 20:1-16      

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 

same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 

them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired 

us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 

but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one 

of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’  


